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1871 for the extension and improvement of towns, just as it now
does for making new streets and railroads.

With regard to rural land, you say that to take for the
public only the "unearned increase" would not stop the
population of the country districts from being drawn into
the towns. If in this you refer to the conversion of agri-
cultural land into deer forests as in the Scotch Highlands,
this would be stopped by enacting that all tracts of land
(above a certain small extent) which are left waste for more
than a certain number of years shall revert to the State, for
a compensation calculated on what the land brings in to
the holder in its waste condition. There is nothing in the
programme of the Land Tenure Reform Association which
precludes this, and most of the members would probably
be in favour of it.

But if you mean that private property in land causes a
system of culture to be practised which diminishes the
agricultural population, it is for you to show that the
nationalisation of the land would not do the very same. If
the land were managed as a branch of the public revenue,
the tendency would be to manage it in the way which
would bring in most rent; and nothing worse than this is
done by a private proprietor. In fact, what you object to
in this case, is the saving of labour in agriculture.

Those who support the nationalisation of the land are, I
think, bound to state the plan on which they would have.it
managed for the public account. In the present low state
of our political morality and of our administrative habits, I
should expect that the land department would become a
mass of corrupt jobbing, against which we see by the
examples of New York, &c., that democratic institutions
are not an effectual security; and that as a financial
measure it would be a complete failure, the proceeds
realised being probably not sufficient to pay the amount
of compensation which even you would allow.

A few words on this subject of compensation. It
appears to me that when a great alteration is made in
institutions which have existed from a very early period of
history with general approval, any expense, loss, or otherceful
